
New Pear varieties in the Netherlands 
The situation in 2008

By Gerard Poldervaart, AllroundFruit



Currently in NL there are two initiatives:

NFG and InovaFruit 
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Red Desire / Sweet Desire
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Red Desire
• Summer variety 

(2 weeks ahead of Conference)

• Good productivity
• Good Fruitsize
• Shelf-life?
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Queen’s Forelle
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Queen’s Forelle
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Photo: 28-8-2007

Picking: 5-9-2007
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Queen’s Forelle
• Picking in same time as 

Conference
2007: 2-7 sept

Title: New Pear varieties

By: Gerard Poldervaart

NFG



Gold Sensation
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Gold Sensation
• Completely bronze-coloured

skin.
• Good Productivity
• Fruit size highly dependent

on fruits/tree (65-90 mm) 
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Gold Sensation
• Picking (NL) 

2006: 20th October.
• 2007: 10th October. 
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Gold Sensation
• Taste ?
• Very good shelf life !!
• Less scab susceptability?
• Wanted in UK
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Sweet Sensation
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Sweet Sensation
• Very early colouring

Photo 12th July 2007
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Sweet Sensation
• 12th July 2007NFG



Sweet Sensation

• Red strain of Doyenné du 
Comice

• High % of coloured fruits
• Of more dwarfing growth than

Comice
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Sweet Sensation

• Less biennial bearing ?
• Productivity ?
• Rootstock suitability ?
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Photo: 28-8-2007

Picking date: 14-9-2007
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Plantations of 
Sweet Sensation

• 2007/2008: 240,000 trees 
(Netherlands 160,000, Belgium: 80,000, Switzerland: 20,000)

• 2008/2009: > 240,000 trees available
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Sales of Sweet Sensation
• Club-variety with  sales

partners in NL, B, I, …
• NL: The Greenery
• B: BFV
• European Sweet Sensation Club

(Sales partners + NFG)
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‘Tiger’ Conference
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Xenia
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Xenia
• Inova Fruit
• Good Productivity
• (Very) good fruitsize 
• Picking 2 weeks after Conference 
• Very good shelflife
• Long storage possible
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Elliot
• Planted from 2003/2004 
• Picking 2-3 weeks after

Conference
• Attractive red colour
• Resistant to Fire Blight
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Elliott
Title: New Pear varieties

By: Gerard Poldervaart

Inova



Elliott 4th leaf
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Elliot – size

• USA: 50-60 mm
• Fruit: NL - 220-230 gram 

(2007 84 % > 65 mm)
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Inova – Pear pilot trial 

• 4 Locations in NL

• 3 varieties: Xenia, Elliott, Conference

• 500 trees per variety
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Thank you for your attention !


